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F by / The following Sacramental Queſtions and An- 


 —/ Twers are printed fer the Uk of the young, the aged, 


—— ware 


die unlearned; andthe occupied. - The Paracleiis is 
intended for any other Reader, who feels that he has 
an intere# in ſuch bali ses 
17 


SACRAMENTALI. 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 


| Exiracted from the Book of Common Prayer. 
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7 Ons bien. 
HAT does the Church Catechiſm teach Us, is re- 
quired of them, wwho come to the Lord's Supper? 
A. To examine themſelves, fr/t, whether they re- 
pent them truly of their former ſins, ſteadfaſtly pur- 
poſing to lead a new life: /econdly, whether they have 


a vel faith in God's mercy through Chriſt, with 


a thankful remembrance of his death: and thirdly, 
whether they be in perfect charity with all men. 

© 2. Who are invited in the Commun on A to come 
to the Lord's Supper? 

A. They who truly: and ä repent them of 
their ſins, and are in love and charity with their 

neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following 
the commandments of God, and walking irom hence- 
forth in his holy ways. 

L. What is neceſſary to rams thoſe, who go to the 
Lord's Supper, meet partakers of that holy myſtery ? 
A. To judge themſelves, that they be not judged 

of the Lord ʒ to repent them truly of their fins paſt ; 
to have a lively and ſteadfaſt faith in Chriſt our Sa- 
viour; to amend their lives, and to be in perfect cha- 
rity with all men; and above all things, to be hum- 
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by ad heartily thakfel to God, for the redemption 
the world 95 the death and paſſion of our Savi- 
our Chriſt, 

2. How are thiſe, whh gÞ to the Lord's 8 upper, ex- 
Borted and directed tn examine themſelves, ſo that they 
may became worthy partake: s of it ? 

A; The way al d means thereto is, To examine 
their lives, and converſation by the rule of God's 
commandments, and whereinſoever they ſhall fo 
ceive themſelves to have offended by will, word, 
deed,—therein to bewail their own Gntuineſs, and - 
confeſs theiaſelves to Almighty God, with full pur- 

oſe of amendment of lite. 

2. hat if they ſball perceive, their offences are ſuch 
as are not only again/t God, but aljo. againſt their neigh- 
boar? 

A. then they.ſhall reconcile themſelves unto their 

neighbour. | 
e. How may they beſt ds this? | 

A. By being ready to make retribution and ſatiſ. 
faction, according to the uttermoſt of their powers, 
for all injuries and wrongs done by them io a 
other. 

H. loch. DU hey alt, if they have received injuries 
and wrongs from o bers? 

A. They mult be ready to forgive others, that 
have offeaded them, as they would have torgivencls 
of their own offences at God's haad. 

H. What ii any one be a hlaſphemer of God, a hinderer 
o Aanderer of God's word, an adulterer, or be in mu- 
tice or envy, or any other grievcus trime ? 

A. Let them repent of their ſins, or elſe come not 
to that holy table. 

H. What is further neceſſary towards the worth yy re. 
ceiding of: the Lord's Supper? | 

A. It is requiſite that erery one, who breads: to 
partake oi the holy communion, ſhould go to it with 
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2 full truſt in God's merey, and with a quiet con- 
ſcience. 
2 How may the con municant ft gie his conſeience? 
A. By the means already mentioned; that is, by 
2 . repeniance for his paſt ſins, and a rn 
poſe to lead a new life, by a true and livelv faith 
In 4 Chriſt, and a full truſt in God's erer and pro- 
miſes. 
H. But if any. one can net quiet his own conſcience, 
| what ſhoul:! he do? | 
A. He ſhould conſu't his. Viniſter, or ſome other 
more experienced chriſtian than Himſelf, who may 
be able io open and explain to him the extent of 
God's promiſes, and the power of Cbriſt's atone- 
ment; and may ſew bit how eto apply to himſe'f | 
the benefit of abſuluion by the miniſtry of God's ; 
word, to the quieti»g of his mind, and avoiding all | 
ſcruple end doubifulneſs. 
H. Oug bi not then the conſe F fon to deter any 
one from going to the Lord's Supper ? 
A. Certainly not, if he go to it with a ſincere ſor- 
row for his tins, an a hearty” reſolution of amend- 
ment, and carnell lupplication «© God to aan his 
reſolutions. 

©. But is there no dayger in receiving the LEE? Sup- 
per untuorthi q? * 

A. Yes: . is great danger, if any one go to 
the communion unprepared, that is, inconſiderately: 
for as the benefit is great, if with a true penitent 
heart, and lively faich, we receive that holy Sacra- 
ment: ſo is che danger great, if we receive the fame 
unworthily. 

Q. In what dies the want of confeerdion, and un- 
worthireſs conſi/1 ? 

A. In not conſidering the Lord's Body. 

n bat do you mean by not confiderivg * 9 A 


body ? 
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(6) 
A. When any one goes to the Lord's ſupper ng 
Wynſidering the greatneſs of the ſacrifice, which Chri 
made for us by his death; when he does not reflect 
on the hienouſneſs of ſin, which made ſo coſtly a ſa- 
crifice neceſſary; and on the great ſhare, which he 
has had, by his own fins, in crucifying his Saviour; 
Ard is not impreſſed with that awe and reverence, 
and humility, with which the Sacrament ſhould be 
received; and the thankfulneſs with which it ſhould 
be remembered. _. _. F 
9. In what does the danger confiſt? "OT 
A. The danger is that of eating and drinking out 
own damnation. _ ere e e FI 
M bat do you mean by the word ©* damnation''? 
A. God's puniſhment of fin in this world, or the 
2. How did the Corinthians profane the Lord's Sup- 
75 | 280 | | 5 2 | | 
R A. By going to it as to a common meal. 
H. How were they puniſhed for if? * 
A. They were plagued with divers diſeaſes and 
ſundry kinds of death. | 


. How may any one avoid their unworthineſs, and 
their puniſhment ? g | 
A. By going to the Sacrament with a mind truly 


convinced of the danger of continuing in fin; and 


Impreſſed. with a great deſire of pleaſing God, and of 
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© PARACLESIS: | 
| A COMPENDIUM 
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CHRISTIAN CONSOLATION. = 
| I LEW. 7 A 5 1 | 
Sunt verha & voces, quibus hune lenire dolorem 

Poſſis, & maynam motbi depellere partem, Hor. 


4 Now the God of hope fill yoo with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghoſt. Rom, xv. 13 


That by two immutable things (the promiſe and . 
the cath of God) in which it was impoſſible for Gd 
to lye, we might have a ſtrong conſolation, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope, that is ſet 
before us: which hope we have as an anchor of che 
foul both ſure and ſteadfaſt. Heb. vi. 18, 19. 


Now our Lord jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even 
our Father, which bath loved us, and hath given us 
everlaſting conſolation and good hope through grace, 

_ comfort your hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good 
- Word and work, 2 Theff. ii. 16, 177. 
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Her fins, which are many are forgiven ; for ſhe loved much: but 
to whom little is forgiven, t!-< ſam- lover! little, Luke vii. 47, 
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HF. ſtudy of Chriſt's death and the power of his 
Hf aronement, is the great and abundant ſource of 
conloſation, witch religion, above all other means, 
affords to an alllited mind. To the Sacramental. 
Questions I have therefore added the following little 
poem, if the reader wilt «How me to call it fo, which 
derives it's chiel topick from a ſenſe of pardon, whictr 
2 Chriſtian derives from a belief of the great Sacra- 
fice for ſin, which Chriſt made for man by his death. 
The Paracleſis owes it's origin to the following paſ- 
ſage in Young's Ni zhtethoughts, B. viii. v. 735. 


Art tho dejeRed? is thy mind oercaſt? 
To chsſe thy gloom, go, fix ome eighty truth: i 
Chain down ſome paſſion y dy ſome generous god; * 
Lesen ignorance to ſee, or grief to mile, 
| Correct thy friend, befciend thy great ſt foe : 
Or vith warm heart, and confidence dix ine 
| Spring vp, and lay ſtrong hold (vim that made thee. 


That is, in few words, * employ your mind actively 
and pox ertully ; be diligent in dutics; and put your 
truſt in God.” the means of conſolation propoſed 
ip this paſſage are excellent, as far as they go. But 
a Chriſtian poet might have augmented the means 
from the rich ſtores of the Goſpel: or perhaps I 
ſhould ſay, he might hive rendered, the advice of 
means recommended in the concluliot- of v. 2. and 
beginning of v. 3, and in the two laſt lines. more 
ebedual by making it more particular and circum- 


: For 
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partant truth (recommended in v. 2.) by giving em- 


20. 9:3; 
For inftance, though the inveſtigation of ſome im- 


ployment and activity, gives ſtrength, and comfort 


to the mind. vet this is true, above all other caſes, in 


* 


4 


the inveſtigation of divine truth. The mind there» 
fore that Hands in need of advice and conſolation 
will be moſt benefited by being expre/s/y directed to 
the ſtudy of the Scriptures. Paracleſis, v. 3—6. 
Self.examination, and the remembrance of eman- 
cipation from any prevailing ſin, are ſources both of 
humility and conſolation, eſpecially if accompanied 


” with a warm ſenſe of God's providence, in reſcuing 


from the power of fin. A devout participation of the 
Sacrament (the form preſcribed for the confirmation 
or renewal, from time to time, of our covenant with 
God) as it is an high exerciſe of repentance and con- 
trition, and grateful adoration, ſo it is an efficacious 
means of conſolation. Paracl. 7—22. 

The? praQtice of good works is very juſtly placed 
Wes: the conſolatory expedients; but they can be 
productive of real and permanent comfort only when 
they are done as aQs of love and obedience ro God, 
wy love to our neighbour. Paracl. 22—28, 

A ſincere ſubmiſſion of the will to God, and to all 
his diſpenſations, contributes greatly to leſſen the 
power of affliction : but a diſtreſſed mind can be ef. 

Qually relieved only by feeling God's mult afflict- 
ing viſitations as proofs of his love and mercy. 


Paracl. 29—45. 
- To live aud not to have been cut off in the midſt 


ol ſin, is a ground of hope, that God hath not ca off | 
for euer; to live in a ſtare of reſolved abſtinence from 


36. 4 4 | 
God's © great and precious promiſes” are full of 


voluntary ſin, is a ground of aſſurance. Paracl. 46— 


ceqnſolation, and upon them depend all the means of 


comfort, that can be enumerated. Paracl. x 
ED TW For 
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For the ſake of ſhewing how I think our ercelleht 
poet might bave particulariſed or enlarged his to- 
picks, I ſhall run the riſk of exemplifying Horace's ' 
are pannus, and truſt to the reader's + For — 
tl can venture to promiſe, that the Supplement 
will, at leaſt, afford, in efficacy of doctrine, what: it 
vants in power and verlification. 
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PARACLEs 8. 


89 
18 
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4 Aer how dejeted?, ? is "ou mini 0 ercaſt o 
* To chaſe thy gloom, go, fix ſome weighty truth ; 5 
(i) Try the foundations of thy faith; explore 
Ihe depths of holy writ, the myſteries . 
Of-the* everlaſting Goſpel, the reveaPd 
Wiſdom and will of thy Almighty maker. 


Think o'er thy fins, and the ſweet pow'r of grace N 


That with unmerited and priceleſs mercy 

From ſin's 3 fires, (2) like a brand, Rs 
thee. in 

(3) Nail to ted thy ſins, and ſecret PIPER . 

Waſh in the lamb's pure blood( 4) thy . filthy rags: * 5 

Then think of him, (6) who cannot lie, that ſaid, 

Repent and be forgiv'n; (7) this do and live. 

O! unſpeakable mercy ! to diſcharge 


Thy whole debt © without money, without price Ps 


Thy? incalculable debt! and to accept, 


E44 i ate i ES nt 


As thine, thy Saviour's merits ! 1 require | ; NN 
| N po No 
1 Acts wii. 11 i. e. — and of 
John v. 39 . thy beft works : Iſaiah for | 

1 Theff. v. 21 ; 3 = 
2 Tech, iii. 2 . .- 7 e xxiv. 47, xiüi, 3. vi. 
3 Col. ii. 14 * $ Ifaiab ly, 1 W D I 
4 Rev. vii. 14 
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a 
No compoſition of thy own good deeds (1) 
No quittance, but thy ſarrow, and thy tears! 
Proſtrate thy humbled heart, and Idve-ſubdu*d(a) 
Adore the” immeaſurable height( 3) ö 
Of goodneſs inſinite; with fix'd reſolve 
(While thou implor'ſt the aid of grace divine,) 
On future works, and time-redeeming deeds, 
For love, for gratitude,'for penance meet.“ 4.) 
Chain down fome AIP: * 5) ay pon caſa | 
good; RAID 
Teach ignorance to ſee, or grief to ale, 
s Correct thy friend, befriend. tby greateſt ſoe (6) 
ce Or with warm heart, and confidence divine 
Spring up and lay ſtrong hald on him that made 
' n n +: 
In thy ſevereſt ills let ardent bil, | 
Ardent and thankful, ſee the gracious hand 
Of providence conſtraining'thee ta Chriſt :(8) 
See the 'Almigltty:hyſbandman's kind care:(9) 
That prunes the wayward” trams the ufeful branch, 
And cultivates the tree ſo long endur'd, (100 


1 Rom. iv. 6 | Nabum i. * 
2 Luke vii. 47 Ifaiah i. 0 17, 18 
3 Pſ. xxxvi. ;, ein. 11 Mart. xii. 31. 
4 Matt. iii.'$ 1 Cor. vi. 11 
Eßph. ii. 10 1 ſolni it. r. 2 
> 1 Cor, ix. 27, Ezek. xvii. 27 g 
8 Marr. itt. 1 Pſalm xxvii. 16, 10 | 
James v. 20 = xii. 18 WAL 
Matt. v. 44 | 8 Jon vi. 44+ ** 
7 Ifaiah xl. 1, 2 o John xv. 1 | 1 


Mic. vii. 18, 19. 10 Luke xiii, 8,94 
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ee ſounder: health, to better fruit, 
Or, if ſuch aid thy wounded ſpirit need, | 
See in the blow that Imites, (1) the wounds hat 
pierce, 
The croſs that vexes, 2) and the weight that ſinks. 
And mor tiſies and humbles thee to nothing (3) 
That wea''s and draus thee from this life of ſin, (4) 
Fixing thy truant heart on homeward cares, (5) 
And higher hopes ;(6) oh! ſee, with fearleſs truſt, 
The Father's: mercy, and the Saviour's love. (5) 
Say doſt thou live? and is not life a boon, (8) 
To' aſſure hee f the merciful deſigns. | 
Of God? Speaks not aloud the voice divine? 
„Now is the accepted time, aow is the day(9): 
* Of metcy, and declar'd fatvation.” _ 
—Dolſt thou, in patient abſtinence from eri (ich 
Repel th' aſſaults of voluntary ſins, 
The molt entiralling, moſt beſetting ſins (11) 
And is not this a pledge of heavenly, favour, 
Of Chiiſt's all <nqu? ring and proteCting grace, ( 12) 
Jo ſnatch thee from the gulf of endleſs death? 


Oh! 
1 Loke vi. 4 | xxxvi. 6 
——> Matt. x. 39 257 xii, 8,9 
Luke xiv. 27 9 2 Cor, vi. 2 
3 Rev. vii. 14. | 10 John xv. 5. 
4 Hoſea ii. 6 James i. 17 
$ Hebrews xi. 16 Phil, 416 13 . 
6 Col. iii, 2 11 Hebrews ii. # 
7 Hebrews ii 6 12 1 Jona iii. 8 
ae 2—y, 11 Romans vi. 14" 
omans vill, 28 _ 2 Cor, Xii. 9 


+ ©. 2 


Their ſweet and renovating influence, — 


oe = LR 

Oh! as thou valueſt thy mind's beſt health, 
Cheriſh the golden promiſes of Godga) * - 
And bind them on thy ſpirit, till thou feel'ſt 


Of pow'r to illume th* expiring lamp of faith, (z 
And fix in heav'n the anchor of thy ſoul, (3) | 
Of pow'r to “ ſhed abroad o'er all thy heart” (4) 
Heav*ns richeſt, choiceſt- gift, he love of God. 


; Take then the peace thy Saypur offers; peace, = 


Such as the world gives not wich all it's joys, (5) 
With all it's coſtlieſt joys, (6) peace with thy God, 


Peace of a heart renew'd, a ſprinkled conſcience. (7) 


EF 11.23, Hctrom. gd Comper: the 5; John xiv. 27 


- 


The principles, on which the preceding Compendi- 
um was formed, are as follows. All religious -conſola- 
tiop is founded on faith in God, and that on a know- 
ledye of the Scriptures. Rom. x. 17. There can be 
no religious conſolation without repentance, the firſt 
motion towards which is the grace of God operating 
on the heart effectual conviction of fin. The next, is, 


a perception and acknowledgement of God's gracious 


mercy in ſo doing; the next, confeſſion of ſin, and 
renunciation of ſelf-righreouſneſs, in full dependence 


on the merits of Chriſt's atonement. Theſe ſeveral 


ſteps bring the mind firſt to the hope, and then to the 
afſurance of pardon for Chriſt's ſake. By theſe means 
the heart is renewed, and created in Chriſt to good 

38: Y works,” | 


1 2 Peter j. 4 x 4 Romans v. 5 


paſſages quoted, page 13 mote 7 6 Eccles. vii. Z, 3s 4 


: Ve). EA Romans X. 17 1 Matt. V, 4 . 7 
M 2. James i. 18: £45 7 Hebrews x. 22—xii, 24p—ix- 


3 Col. i. 5 * 13, I +: 2-48 £ 
Hebrews vi. 18, 19 n 
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works,“ which now ſpringing from faith, and a deli- 


berate principle of 'obedience and love, become ac- 


ceptable to God, and productive of comfort and peace 
to the conſcience of him, who feels himſelf © recon- 


ciled to God in his Son, and aſſured of pardon. 


through Chriſt, and ſees the hand of God in every 


thing that happens to hin, withdrawing him from 


all *ſin and wickedneſs,” and directing him to the 
purſuit only of “that which is lawful and right.“ 
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As Sickneſs and Adverſity are ſometimes felt by the mind that f 
red for them, as two of the heavieſt afflictons, with «vc 
idence viſits mankind in this ſtate of probation, it may be of fe 


to ſome readers to know the ſentiments of two ſuch men, as PAS AT, 
and WiLL1ian Law, on theſe;ſubjefty; | | 


When Paſcal obſerved any of his friends to be afflicted at ſeein 
the ſickneſs and pain he underwent, he would ſay Do not be fo 
concerned fur me. Sickneſs is the natural ſtate of a Chriſtian, be- 
cauſe by-it we are, what we ought always to be, in a ſtate of ſoffer- 
ing evils, mortified to the pleaſures ot ſcnſe, exempt from all thoſe 
paſfions, which work upon us as long as we live, free from ambition 
or avarice, and in a conſtant expectation of death. And is it not a 


great happineſs to be by neceflity in that ſtate one ought to be in, 


and to have nothing elſe to do, but humbly and peaceably to ſubmit 
to it.” Biſhop Horne's 7 hb on different ſubjects. 

* If this be a cert2in and immutable truth, that man ſo long as he 
is a ſelfiſh earthly minded creature, muſt be deprived of his true life, 
the life of God, the ſpirit ofgheaven, in his ſoul ; then what life is ſo 
much to be dreaded, as a lite of worldly eaſe and proſperity ? What 
a miſery, nay, what à curle, is there in every thing that gratiſies and 
nouriſhes our ſelf love, ſelf-cfteem, aud ſelf-ſecking ? Gn the other 
hand, what a happineſs is there in ali inward and outward troubles 
and vexations, when they force us to iecl and know the hell, that is 

within us, and the vanity of every thing without us when 


they turn our ſelf-love into ſelf-abhorrence, and force us to call upon 
God to ſave us from ourſelves, to give us a new life, new light, ang. 


new ſpicit in Chriſt Jeſus 


* 
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„ + * Ob rp dne! might the poor proGyat have well 
which by neducipg we to, tb, e eee 12 
wie, bwaght me to nz ſelf, and cauſed my fetbeg to,my fir hy 
. father's nhönfe.— ) happv fardinc, whichleares yor not 
duch ss the hk ef one hama Comfort to feed upon! Farmmy dent 
rund, this is che time and place for all that godd ud ſiſe und fab? 
8 «aation to happen to you, which happened to the prodigal ſon. Your 
eon iss ort, and your ſuce« {> as certain as his was. You have 5% 
1 mote to do chen he bad. You need not call out tor books and me- 
| Fe) *thods/of devotion. For, in your preſent ſtate, mach reading | and 
* +, borrowed prayers ate not your beſt nethod Ahl thet you are. 0 of. 
A fer to God, all that is to help you to find him to he jour Saviour aud 
43 4 $4 . is Wi taught = expreſſed by pe war 8 web your 
Wii Ac yg beart. ly let your nt and irres fer] and acknowledge? 
2 4 a this two fold great b Fink, dn ol zaur/e(f vou * | 
E: thing but darkneſs, vanity, and miſery, Secondly, that of) ourſelf, you 
AZ can no more help yourſelf to light and comtort, thaf you can create 
p nun angel, People, at all times, can ſeem to aſſent to theſe two truths, 
but then it is an aſſent that has no depth or reality, and io is of little 
or no uſe. But your condition has opened your heart for a deep and 
cop viction of theſe truths. Now give way, 4 befeech you, to this 
victor, and hold the truths in the ſame degree of certainty, as 
"You know two and two to be four; and then, my dear friend; you 
* re, ich abe . come to Fourſelt; and above HALF von 
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